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CRICKET. 


RICKET,  the  best  known  of  all  the  games  of  this  country,  dates 
back  so  far  as  the  fourteenth  century.  The  old  name  for  it  was 
"  Handyn  and  Handoute."  It  is  purely  a  national  game,  and  there 
is  no  town  or  hamlet,  however  small,  but  has  its  Cricket  ground, 
frequented  by  youths  and  also  by  those  of  more  mature  age,  who 
find  it  difficult  to  resist  the  attractions  of  the  sport  of  their  earlier  years. 
Soldiers  are  being  much  encouraged  by  the  military  authorities  to  prac- 
tise it,  as  it  is  considered  a  healthy  and  invigorating  exercise. 

To  play  Cricket  in  good  style  you  require  a  piece  of  ground,  as 
level  as  possible,  of  two  or  three  acres  in  extent.  The  players  should  be 
divided  into  two  sides  of  eleven  each  for  double  wickets,  and  are  told  off 
to  do  the  duty  of  Batters,  Bowlers,  Wicket  Keepers,  Long  Stop,  Short 
Stop,  &c.  &c.  The  important  part  of  the  game  is  the  batting  and 
bowling,  and  most  of  the  interest  is  concentrated  on  the  players  who 
wield  the  bat  and  keep  the  wickets. 

In  England  there  are  a  number  of  professional  Cricketers,  who 
spend  their  time  playing  Matches  with  Amateur  Clubs,  and  instructing 
the  latter  in  the  art.  The  best  known  of  those  is  the  Eleven  of  England, 
who  are  considered  the  Champion  Players  of  the  world. 
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HORSE  RACING. 


HORSE    Racing  was   a   favourite   sport   of  the   early  Greeks  and 
*™     Romans,  and  therefore  is  of  ancient  origin.      At  the  present  time 
it  is  one  of  our  most  popular  national  sports. 

In  England  many  of  our  Kings  and  Queens  have  been  patrons  of 
the  Turf;  amongst  others  Charles  I.,  Cromwell,  Charles  II.,  William  III., 
Queen  Anne,  and  others  of  more  recent  date.  Unfortunately  the  system 
of  Betting  has  been  brought  into  connection  with  Racing  very  exten- 
sively, and  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  into  discredit  what  is  other- 
wise a  very  noble  sport.  This  ruinous  practice  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  misery,  and  cannot  be  too  severely  condemned. 

There  are  a  great  many  Meetings  held  each  year;  and  the  most 
important  Races  are  the  Derby,  Oaks,  and  St.  Leger,  which  may  be 
considered  the  prizes  of  the  Turf.  To  win  the  Derby  is  the  ambition  of 
all  owners  of  Racers,  as  apart  from  the  money  value  of  the  prize  it  is 
considered  the  highest  honour  attainable. 

The  training  of  a  Horse  as  a  Racer  is  begun  when  it  is  a  year  old, 
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HORSE  RACING. 

it  is  then  put  under  the  care  of  a  Trainer  in  some  establishment  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  stretch  of  open  country, 
suitable  for  exercising  the  animals.  To  prepare  a  Horse  for  a  great 
race  is  a  very  troublesome  process,  as  they  have  to  be  put  through 
all  the  early  stages  of  Training,  up  to  a  trial  of  the  distance  to  be  run 
at  the  full  racing  speed,  this  has  to  be  carefully  done,  lest  the  animal 
should  be  overstrained  and  so  spoiled. 

The  speed  of  a  Racer  varies  a  good  deal.  The  Horse,  Flying 
Childers,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  17 15,  was  for  a 
long  time  considered  the  fleetest  Horse  ever  known.  He  ran  at  New- 
market three  and  a  half  miles  in  six  minutes,  and  altogether  realised 
to  his  owner  ;£  200,000.  This  Horse  was  never  beaten.  In  the  race 
for  the  Ascot  Cup  in  1854,  the  Horse,  West  Australian,  ran  the  course, 
two  and  a  half  miles,  in  little  more  than  four  minutes  ;  this  is  about  the 
greatest  speed  ever  attained. 

There  are  about  150  Race  Meetings  held  each  year  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  nearly  2000  Horses  run  at  these,  giving  employment  to 
two  or  three  hundred  trained  Jockeys. 


STEEPLE  CHASE. 


HIS  peculiar  term  is  used  to  designate  a  description  of  Horse 
Race,  which  differs  from  ordinary  Racing  by  not  being  run  on 
a  level  course  made  for  the  purpose,  but  right  across  country,  over 
walls,  hedges,  ditches,  and  all  obstacles  the  rider  may  meet. 

The  origin  of  this  sport  is  said  to  have  been  a  party  of  merry  Fox 
Hunters,  who  on  their  return  home,  after  an  unsuccessful  day,  agreed 
to  try  a  race  to  the  steeple  of  a  village  church,  the  first  horseman  who 
should  reach  and  touch  the  steeple  with  his  whip  to  be  the  winner. 
Whether  this  legend  be  founded  on  fact  or  not,  Steeple  Chase  has  been 
for  a  long  time,  and  is  still,  a  very  popular  sport  in  almost  every  district 
of  this  country,  and  most  of  the  Spring  and  Autumn  Race  Meetings  have 
their  Steeple  Chases  for  large  stakes. 

The  sport  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  frequently  severe  accidents 
occur;  but  this  seems  only  to  give  greater  attractions  to  it,  as  such 
meetings  are  always  attended  by  large  numbers  of  people.  Apart  from 
this  it  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  and  interesting  sights,  and  requires  in 


STEEPLE  CHASE. 

those  who  practise  it  an   amount   of  genuine  courage  and  dash,  which 
very  few  possess. 

The  arrangements  for  Steeple  Chase  are  as  follows  : — A  Course  of 
about  two  miles  in  length  is  marked  out  by  flags,  between  which  the 
Riders  must  pass,  otherwise  they  forfeit  the  stakes.  This  Course  is 
intersected  by  various  obstructions,  such  as  high  and  strong  hedges,  broad 
deep  ditches,  and  stone  walls,  all  well  calculated  to  test  the  nerves  and 
capabilities  of  Horses  and  Riders.  Each  of  those  portions  of  the  Course 
is  generally  crowded  with  spectators,  who  find  great  amusement  in  the 
failure  of  some  of  the  Riders  to  surmount  the  obstacle.  Frequently  the 
Horses  in  making  the  leap  over  a  ditch  throw  the  Riders  into  the  stream, 
which  must  be  very  amusing  to  the  onlookers,  but  exceedingly  uncom- 
fortable for  the  unfortunate  individual  struggling  in  the  mud. 

The  Horses  are  usually  handicapped,  which  means  that  they  are 
weighted  according  to  their  supposed  merits,  without  reference  to  their 
age,  &c.     This  practice  was  introduced  in  1 841. 
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FOOT-BALL. 


SinjjHIS  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  favourite  game  in  England,  and  it 
BUB  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  popular  winter  game.  It  is  much 
practised  at  the  Universities  and  large  public  Schools.  Any  number  of 
players,  and  of  any  age  or  size,  may  take  part  in  it,  which  perhaps  helps 
to  make  it  so  popular.  There  are  different  rules  for  playing  the  game, 
which  vary  considerably,  such  as  those  of  Rugby,  Eton,  &c,  but  the 
general  principles  are  the  same.  The  game  is  a  very  exciting  one,  and 
there  is  in  it  always  a  danger  of  rough  usage,  which  has  not  unfrequently 
happened,  and  been  attended  by  serious  results  ;  this  has,  however,  been 
very  much  modified  of  late  by  more  stringent  rules  regarding  the  manage- 
ment of  the  game,  which  have  had  a  very  beneficial  effect. 

The  general  arrangement  of  the  game  is  as  follows  : — Sides  are 
arranged,  then  two  "  goals"  are  put  up  at  any  distance  agreed  upon,  the 
playing  taking  place  between  those.  The  players  are  chosen  by  two 
Captains,  who  place  their  men  and  keep  them  on  their  proper  side,  and 
also  see  that  there  is  fair  play.  The  game  is  begun  by  the  Ball  being 
kicked  from  the  centre  in  the  direction  of  one  of  the  goals.  The  side 
which  kicks  the  Ball  through  the  goal  scores  one  point  towards  the 
game,  which  is  decided  by  the  greatest  number  of  them  made  in  a  certain 
time.     The  Ball  is  made  of  ox  bladders  covered  with  leather. 


